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2. OnUNISATION OP UNTER1\E1il1EN0kPRESSE.

(a) prixios: ana Functions,

At	
•	 •

end Jun /14 BEGUS was recalled from GREECE to BERLIN to receive a new
appointment. The Grupponleiter VI/ B RSHA, SG Stanzlixtenfuehrer
STED•IE, whc, according to Source, wad also Deputy VI/S, 	disoussed with
him tho nstablishment of a new sabotage organisation in ITALY with HQ in VERONA.
He showed him a letter from BIMMLER addressed to Amt VI in whit:faille requested
increased sabotage activity in the Italian thoatre.

The tasks of the new organisation which was to oame'under Gruppe VI/S,
and. nae to be known as "ZER ITALIEN" (iER = Zerstocrung-Sabotage), were laid
dowr, as follovm:-

•

() Organisation of a post-occupational sabotage network in NORTH ITALY.
The sabotage work was to be direoted mainly against Allied lines of
camunication and supply.

(ii) 1-:eviving (Aktivierung) of the alroady existent	 sabotage network in
Allied occupied ITALY, Whioh should take on the character Of resistanoe
activities (Aufstandsbewegungen) but be direoted against Allied lines
of supply.

(iii) Crganisation of short range ."Oommando" raids with the . objeotof hampering
Allied supply lines in the front line areas. .

•
(iv) Establishment of a laboratory for the production of. false documents etc.

for the new sabotage organisation and Abt VIIBdS ITALIEN. The existence
of the laboratory was to be kept secret from Amt VI/JP BMA; which would
immediately claim it if it became known, and it was 'intended to keep the
laboratory independent of the already existing VI/' institutions in
ITALY.	 -

I.
(v) Paitical information, if any, obtained during the conducting of sabotage

work, was to be directed to Abt VI BdS =ALIEN. ' ?or. the *ask of proper
°valuation of' such information SS Untersturmfuehrer WOLFF, of BdS TRIESTE,
vas to be attached, to BEGUS' staff.

.	 .
The now organisation was to use only Italianpersonnel ferietivedabotage

work. STEIMGE.also told BEGUS to liaise closely with the Gamma Group and the
'VEGA . Bn of 10 lactilla NAB for 000rdination of sabotage .gotiVities. and to attempt
to roortit volunteers for sabotage fiviA units of the Italian . Republioan Foroos.
He VAS promised a sabotage instructor from WS later on when he, had beiclomo
organised, and in the meantime was allotted NEGRONI. Ha. was. 	 told to exer--
oise te.visory control over tile SS Jagdverband under Oblt SCELDER which was
operating in ITALY under control Of Stabschef der Jagdverleender (SICORMY.)

(b) Relations with  Abt VI BdS ITALiEN. 

For discipline and. funds BEGUS came under BdS ITALMEN. Oh the occasion of
the ElillaN meeting STETWF. also discussed with BEGUS the position of the new
orgsnisai:ion with regard to Abt VI. STEIMLE said at first that Baqus :would be
working under his VI/B representative in ITALY, SS SturMbannfhihrer I-HIEGEL, Leiter
VI BdS AALIEN. BEGUS objected to this, pointing out that he was much older than
HUEZEL and had far longer service, and therefore would not agree to being placed

• under his orders. : STEIMLE accepted this point of view, Ana promised to inform
• HUEGEL about it..

In s-.4te of this, after BEGUS' arrival in . VERONA at hog Jul 44; he found
that HUP.T.:L still expected to control the work of the new organisation, as he
consided himself as Leiter. VI to be the chief representative.in ITALY for all
departms of Amt VI. BEGUS opposed this conception as vigorously as he could,

,.tE
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and maintained that HURGEL's functions were restricted to controlling
political ospionage lor.Gruppe VI/B, the Gruppe concerned. with Western
EUROPE, including IT1LY and SWITZERLAND, and that he had no authority
ever the work of VI/S,.to which BEGUS I organisatipn belonged. HUEGEL
maintained that he had. ipeen. given, authority 	 SpIULEAnd SCHELLENHEM
to control all Amt VI work in the Italian theatre, and the matter was
eventaully referred for olarification to Amt VI. It was. laid. down that
EEGUS should in fact operate inftendently of HUEGEL, and the question was
not raised again. Relations between'the two, however, remained strained.

SS ObersturMbannfuehrer SK(RZENY, Grupponleiter VI/El:discussed the
matter with MGM on a later visit to. ITALY, and said that , if he had been
in BERLIN when the' latter WAS given, his original instructions by STEIMLE
the question of his subordination to HUEAS would never even have been
raised, as he was definitely oppoded 'teany such arrangement.

•

(c) Fundtional Organisation

i)

The name "Unternehmen CYPRESSE" . came into being about Nov 44, ldlen an
order cmo from the RSHA that the designation "Unternehmen" was to be used
for all organisations of the type 'of =US! Unit. Simultaneously the name
IC:mamndeur" was given to the leader of such organisations. Before that,
E3GUS was "Leiter ZER ITALIEN".

ii) Ocmpononts and Locations

The unit consisted of:-

HQ
Transit Can for agents and temporary sabotage school set up in Jul

(a permanentksohool was envisaged, but never matorialise0.
TT School: (training 'began Nov 410.	 •
VI' Station set up 'in Aug 44)
Laboratory set up . in Jan'45, ready for work in Apr 45.)

At first BEGUS Set up his HQ in the Villa GREZZANA at CA#PALTO'near
MONA. End Aug 44 the HQ was transferred to VERONA, Strada Smn FERMO, 19,
vthAle CAMPALTO remained a transit camp for agents and a tomporary sabotage
fmthriol. nid oot 44 the HQ moved to the building of BcIS ITALIM . the Pala:11o.

Assiourazioni, in Corso Can Grande. 'Beg Jan 45 apart of the HQ with
EWUS left VERONA and set up in the Villa "EISECK" in 'CLAUSEN (0BIUSA) near
BOL2ANO. The other part of the HQ stayed till mid Feb 45 in the Palazzo
dale Assiourazioni, when it went to the Villa GREZZANA at CAMPALTO. Mid' Feb
)5 the 'VT School and WIT Station, at first in the Villa GREZZANA, and the
nenly set up laboratory were established in the Villa "SONNE" at ST ULRICH (ORTISEI
near DOLZANO. Thus in the ond the various components of thternehmen CYPRESSE
were located as follows:-

Part of HQ with BEGUS. - 'CLAUSEN (C.HIUSA) •

Part of.HQ withIeputy.SS
Hauptstannfuebrer TUNNAT 	

-	

CAMPALTO

Transit camp. and temporary
anhool for sabotage agents	

-	

CAMPALTO
under TUNNAI.

Laboratork, VA ztatioL and
VT school, 'all under sp °bar-
sturmftehrer STRAUSS • 	

-	

ST. ULRICH (ORT/SEI)


